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resist the unnecessary degradation to which the Municipality seeks to
subject it.

Indim Opinion, 14-5-1904

147. THE PLAGUE IN JOHANNESBURG
On the 29th April, so the public of Johannesburg has been informed,
two Europeans were attacked with the bubonic plague in the market-
house in Johannesburg. Nothing was done by the Rand Plague Committee
up to the 4th instant beyond removing the patients to the lazaretto at
Rietfontein. They gave the market-house the benefit of the doubt and
inferred that, unless the contrary could be proved, the infection must have
come from outside sources. Thus, the ordinary rule was reversed. For,
speaking as laymen, we have always understood that, if a case of plague
or any other infectious disease occurs in a particular locality, the first
thing to do is to assume that the locality itself is infected and try to trace
the infection to something in the place itself. Thus, in Durban, Cape Town,
and other parts of South Africa as well as the rest of the world, wherever
such cases have happened, the places have been locked up, put under
quarantine, and disinfected. In go-ahead Johannesburg, however, the
much-praised Rand Plague Committee reverses the method, and failing
to trace the infection elsewhere, sets about finding if it is not, after all,
within the market-house itself, and succeeds after four days' search in
finding that rats were plague-infected, The Committee then suddenly,
in. a theatrical manner, surrounds the market, on the 4th instant at noon,
with a police cordon and places the premises under modified quarantine.
All this certainly strikes the imagination of the people, creates a lot of stir
and possibly brings praise, but we venture to think that it looks very much
like locking the stable door after the steed is gone. For full four days after
the discovery of the two cases, the infection is allowed to spread in the
town through the market. The wonder undoubtedly is that the whole of
Johannesburg is not now reeking with plague. The congratulations, however,
for the general immunity from plague are hardly due to the Committee,
in this case at any rate, but to the glorious weather and the high altitude
of Johannesburg which, in spite of the blundering of the Committee, prevent
the plague germ from thriving.
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